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Walking in the Dark - Looking for the Light! 

 

This is not my favorite time of year. I dislike rising and coming 

home in the dark every day. I have not been diagnosed with 

seasonal affective disorder (SAD) but I feel like I have some of 

its symptoms: fatigue and depression. I also have a craving for 

comfort foods like pot roasts, soups, and stews. Anything that 

warms the body.  I also have a slight feeling of disorientation 

and delight when I get home, to stay home. 

 

Advent is a season when we all might experience that desire for 

being home and perhaps not knowing how to get there. With the 

holiday season now coming into full swing outside the church, 

our preparation inside the church can be disorienting. Yes, we 

may be planning our holiday trip home or preparing our home 

for relatives and holiday guests who look at our homes as 

“home” but the “home” we seek in the church has little to do 

with a building or geography. It has everything to do with 

whatever we hold dear in our hearts and whether in this season 

where joy, happiness and busyness are the only socially 

acceptable traits, we who struggle in our hearts can find a sense 

of home, peace & contentment? 

 

So if you find yourself anxious and edgy about this time, know we have a God who came in the most anxious of 

times to be with us always, as a comfort and to bolster our courage. If you find yourself in grief this holiday 

season with a heavy heart mourning a great loss of one loved deeply, know that God is with you and feels your 

loss as God’s own. If you find yourself overwhelmed with the busyness of the season, know that God waits in 

the quiet, little spaces to give you rest, peace and refreshment.  

 

May this Advent be a homecoming, where all you hold dear abide in your heart. And if you find your path home 

dark and unsure, let the love that shines in your heart, light your way and show you a new way “home”. Let your 

light, however small, join with others and together may we push back the night and celebrate the dawn of a new 

Way home, sharing the love of Christ. 

 

Happy Advent! 
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When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed 
with joy. On entering the house, 
they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and 
paid him homage. Then, opening 
their treasure chests, they offered 
him gifts of gold,  frankincense,  
and myrrh.   – Matthew 2:10-11 
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DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 
 

  4   Martie Tayloe 
  5   John Davis 
  8  Jack Tayloe 
10    Sheila Liverman Forbes  
18    Ray Bradshaw 
18    Norfleet Hoggard 
22  Bill Blanchard 
22  Michael Douglas 
31    Anna Bradshaw 
 
“O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor; we pray, on your servants, Martie, John, Jack, Sheila, Ray, Norfleet, Bill, 

Michael, Anna, as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness 

all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

  7 Fred and Sue Liverman 
11    Jack and Lindsay Vaughan 
27 Mike and Cheryl Steczak 
29 Kenny and Amy Braswell 
 
“O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his 
Church:  Send therefore your blessing upon, Fred and Sue, Jack and Lindsay, Mike and Cheryl, Kenny and Amy, that 
they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home 
may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen.” 
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church – Schedules for December 2021 
 

Acolytes 

  5  Charles Sawyer 

12  Jerrie Taylor and Cecelia Jones 

19  Bill Blanchard 

26  Hugh Davis 

Altar Flowers 

 

 
Altar Guild 

Patsy Jones and Carolyn Peele 
 

Food Pantry (Note-Wednesdays)  

  1  George Owens 

  8  
Jeff Douglas 

15  
Peggy Vann 

22  
Bubba Peele 

29  Patsy Jones 

Lay Readers 

  1 6:00 PM  Evening Prayer Sarah Davis 

  5 10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist Hugh Davis 

  8 6:00 PM  Evening Prayer Hugh Davis 

12 8:00 AM  Morning Prayer OPEN 
 10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist Martie Tayloe 

15 6:00 PM  Evening Prayer Martie Tayloe 

19 10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist Claudia Griffin 

22 6:00 PM  NO EVENING PRAYER  
24 5:00 PM  Christmas Eve HE       Colin Jones 

26 10:30 AM  Morning Prayer Colin Jones 

29 6:00 PM  NO EVENING PRAYER 

Ushers 

Bubba Peele and Volunteer Needed 

Yard Work 

  5  Tom Newbern and Charles Pierce 

12  Tom Newbern and Charles Pierce 

19  Charles Sawyer and Beth Douglas 

26  Charles Sawyer and Beth Douglas 

  5  Hon. and Mrs. Tom Newbern 

12  Mr. and Mrs. David Shields 

19  Dr. and Mrs. Julian Taylor 

26  Flower Guild 

Hospitality Committee  
 

Jeff and Beth Douglas 
Bea Vaughan, Linda Blackburn 

& Overton Suiter 
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A Place to Belong … A Place to Believe 


